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THE “BACK TO THE FARM” MOVEMENT

tia.

There is just one thing that keeps the “back to the
farm” movement from becoming the rage and that is that
the most ardent advoeates of it, want others to do the
“hacking,” instead of going back themselves.

There are numberless reasons why the movement is
not hilariously popular, enough of them that it would take
a couple of columns to enumerate them, but herve are a
few.

The American is a pleasure loving character, a speed
maniac in all that he does, and the farm life is too slow,
Onee accustomed to city ways the farm ceases to be at-
tractive. The rising with the sun does not appeal to one
who is in the habit of going to bed at that hour. Follow-
ing a plow all day on foot somehow does not seem near
so0 delightful as putting a foot on a pedal and turning on
the gasoline while sitting on the cushioned seat of a joy
wagon.,

Picking the incarnadine berries from the dew-laden
vines before breakfast listens nice but in practive does
not appeal to the man who can, lying in bed, press a but-
ton and have the same berries nicely waghed and culled
brought to him in bed along with plenty of rich eream
that he did not have to get from a cow himself.

The little country gathering, where everybody knows
everybody else, and which is indeed one of the most en-
joyable occasions to him who has not been spoiled and
mentally diseased by being innoculated with the ¢ity bug,
is to him an unmitigated bore.

The having to go to the pump for water instead of
turning a faucet in any room in hig house and getting it
fresh and colder than from the moss-covered bucket, does
not appeal to his esthetic tastes,

The little amateur exercises at the school house so
dear to us older folks, so filled with the most delightful
memories, are to the city dwelley insipid, dreary, un-
hearable,

Maud Muller with her graceful ankles bare and brown
peeping from beneath her gown is not in the same class
with the whole leg done in ganzy tights which he ean see
at any show in the city, at any time, two or three dozen
pairs of them for half a dollar.

And so it goes through the whole list of human ocen-
pations, pursuits, pleasures or what you will, that serve
to fill out the hours,

So much for the pleasuvable side of farm life as the
city person sees it. When it comes to the business or
financial features the attractions arve still less appealing.
The farmer works harder, longer hours and has fewer
lay offs than almost any other oceupation, and lor this he
grets less pay than almost any other calling,

The trade rules of the world have hedged him about so
he is helpless and there ave so many of him that he cannot
get a “union” that will stick, and g0 he becomes an easy
prey to cireumstances and the bulanee of the world. Fov
everything he buys the other fellow fixes the price and
for everything he sells someone, somewhgre, he knows
not who or where, fises the price also. It is his business
to feed the world and it naturally follows the world lives
off him, His ealling is the one abgolutely necessary to
the world's existence, and yet the world holds him in least
honor. It treats him much as does a big calf which when
hungry seeks its mother's dugs and no matter how thin
and poor she may be from its persistent draining of her
vitality, her strength, which she gives up to so freely and
generously, it but butls the harder, careless of results so
long as its own appetite is satisfied, It is all wrong, but
it is the existing fact just the same,

If the city man could be forced to live in the country
and to earn his living on a farm he might be weaned from
his ecity idols. He might learn the many conpensations,
the cleaner living, the more healthful atmosphere, the
real jovs of life instend of its false ones and in time learn
to love and appreciate them. As this cunnot be done it is

safe to say the back to the farm movement will not ma-|
terialize so long as the necessity for food does not compel

it. Its strongest advocates are like the sign posts on the
highway which point out the roads but never travel
them.
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It took an English jury only fifty minues to find Sit|
Roger Casement guilty of high treason, and about one,
minute longer for the judge to sentence him to death, In
this country it woud have been five or six months beforeyin seveml wooks, marked wetiviey is o
the case would have been called, and it would have taken|#ie| Mot the Lo fruet, port
| from a week to six of them to have secured a jury. Then! The tustrbane are non oftering

instead of trying the case in one day it would have taken ("0 feisfines 1o HiE trdias b

|at the least a month. In this case considering the great pes give warnine kit flie nost fey
work Sir Roger has done for the world and espeeially (0% "o me siie GF
| England, it would be a nice thing for the government to| the Tutian of
temper justice with mercy, and commute the sentence, )50, oy
Sir Roger is intensely patriotie, but his love for Ireland i
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\was shaved he might discover that instead of being a
tSamson he was only the weapon Samson used against the|
Phillistines. Someone expressed it epigrammatically|
| this way:
“Jack eating too ripe cheese did say
Like Samson I my thousands slay,
Yes, said a wag, indeed you do
And with the selfsame weapon too."”

The Oregonian in discussing the Mexican situation
and what it calls the refusal of the present administra-
tion to take steps to settle the matter, is not entirely
frank. If every one of its assertions arve true, they ave| ™" i
true not only for the three years of the present adminis- Bran ......
tration, but for about two years of that of President T 1% ot
Taft. Instead of speaking of three years of watchful
watiing it should if it wanted to be absolutely fair include
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Waonder whom the president had in mind when in his
talk to the advertising c¢lubs at Philadelphia yesterday he
said among other things: I could give you a short list
of men who think the United States is not
their hands?"”
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ADAM'S OFF 0X J M T
The world is old, and man still talks, at times, of Aericors .. :

\dam’s starbeard ox. When any man’s profoundly dead, .

of him it's usually said, by folks on the l,ll.i.j:ic(."nt.hlt'll,,'kﬁ,lF;g;-, per lamu frufl SO
that he's as dead as Adam’s ox. And if a 38 (ane
stranger you shall see, and you are asked|crosmsry
who he may be, you say, “I give it up, old |}’
sox: T know him not from Adam's ox.” You!
say the “off ox,” all the time, but that
won't fit into this vhyme. Oh, famous beast,  Foritang, Jine
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